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From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Against reservation system
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:40:04 AM


You don't often get email from greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
Hi,


The proposed reservations system was made by people who do not play tennis. 
There are a number of things wrong with this system:


It is discriminatory.  Only members of the Baseline Club can make
reservations.  This is unfair to the vast majority of players in the area,
who are not and will not become members of this tiny group.


The fee to be charged is ridiculously low.  What's to stop tennis pros from
terminating their contracts with the city and instead renting the courts at
what amounts to $2/hour after discounts?


Baseline Club members have said they don't have a problem during the week,
and only potentially a problem on the weekend.  E-mail will be provided on
request.  Don't fix what isn't broken.


Current court rules limit play to 90 minutes for doubles.  Why does the
proposed system allow for two hours of court time?


No other public courts have a small group able to reserve courts on a
permanent basis.


Enforcement will be a nightmare.


The Baseline Club copied their bylaws from the Pickle Ball club.  Tennis is
improved by playing with players of like ability, having singles and doubles,
and having lessons for all levels, including especially children.  The
Baseline Club does none of this.


Some of the tennis courts are unplayable in winter.  If non-prime hours are
used, they are different in summer than in winter.  Non-prime summer hours
are usually noon to 4 p.m..  There are none in winter.  So, there should be
no reservations in winter, period!  Consider the months of December, January,
February, and March as unavailable for reservations.


Greta Watson
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From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Another e-mail against the Baseline Club
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 11:38:16 AM


You don't often get email from greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
Here's another complaint that Zac didn't put in the packet:


Does the Baseline group fulfill a need in the city, like many of the other
groups you mentioned, such as scouting, baseball, softball, etc. do?


To grow tennis, one needs to have a junior development program.  The current
professionals do this, and are qualified to do so.  They have clinics, not
only for juniors, but also for adults who are trying to improve their
tennis.  They are the ones certified to do so.  They will teach good habits
in tennis.


The Baseline group does not fulfill this need.  Nor does it have an exclusive
on getting people set up with comparable players, with professionals who give
lessons, or anything else.  All tennis players who have any experience know
the pros and know how people can get hold of them.  If this does not seem to
be enough, the city could put up a flyer listing the names and contact
information for all the certified teaching pros.  Baseline group is
superfluous.


So, the Baseline group does not fulfill any city need.  Does the tennis
community need a group of privileged players who can reserve courts while
others cannot?  Absolutely not!  What's fair for the rest of us is fair for
the Baseline group.


For instance, this morning they were on three courts from about 8:30 on. 
They did not need reservations, nor should they need 
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From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Another item not put in the packet by Zac
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 11:35:41 AM


You don't often get email from greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important


Subject:Solution for the "club"
Date:Thu, 25 Aug 2022 18:28:03 -0700


From:Greta Watson <greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu>
To:Zac Quentmeyer <zacq@cityofgrassvalley.com>, Dan Baseline


<baselinetennis@mail.com>


Hi Zac,


Why can't the club do what another group did some time ago?  There were about
a dozen players who liked to play doubles regularly.  They exchanged e-mails
before each session, asking who wanted to play on such-and-so date and time. 
First 8-9 to respond in the affirmative would play.  They didn't always play
on the same days or the same times, to accommodate all of them.


Then, those players would assemble (no reservations) at the agreed-upon
location and wait their turn, just like the rest of us do.  They would get
their 90 minutes, maybe the two courts being staggered, maybe simultaneous. 
If nobody was waiting after their 90 minutes, they could continue until
someone else asked for the court.


That would be fair.  The club wants two courts three mornings a week, for
more than 90 minutes.  That will impact the tennis community negatively.  And
it is not fair for them to reserve two courts three mornings a week, because
we can't do the same!  All players should play by the same rules.


Greta
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From: Brenda Nascimento
To: Public Comments
Subject: Baseline Tennis Club comments for City Council meeting for 9/27
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 1:06:40 PM


You don't often get email from brnasc@att.net. Learn why this is important


I know Zac has given his recommendation to give the Baseline Tennis Club non-
prime hours.  The problem is non-prime hours are different in the Summer and
Winter.  In Summer they would be about 12-4pm…however in Winter, those
can be the prime hours, depending on the weather.  The cost he is
recommending for them to have the exclusive right to reserve the courts is
rediculously low…no wonder they want to take over the public courts rather
than join a private club, where they could make reservations.
 
Also, he has recommended monitoring the club to make sure they are
performing the functions they spelled out in their bylaws (which they
admittedly just copied from the pickle ball players).  How will this monitoring
take place?  What is their specific plan to promote tennis (Many of us believe
they do not have one).  How will the public follow this monitoring?  Also, by
claiming they are a non profit, they must, by law, make their tax returns public
which would show how much money they are taking in and what they are
spending it on.  Will the city be monitoring this also…I, as the general public,
will be wanting tax return copies as well.  So far they have refused our request
for even just their membership list.
 
There are probably 100 local tennis players in the community that use the
public parks in Grass Valley.  You can see from the petition we filed that we
have approximately 70 signatures…that is 70% of the local tennis community
that do not want this!! If it is passed, we will continue to fight it.
 
Brenda Nascimento
 (530) 265-4755 home office
(530) 205-5977 cell
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From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Fwd: Baseline Tennis "club"
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 10:47:39 AM


You don't often get email from greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
This message against the Baseline Tennis cub apparently wasn't forwarded to
you by Zac.  How many others did he neglect to forward?


-------- Forwarded Message --------
Subject:Baseline Tennis "club"


Date:Thu, 25 Aug 2022 13:06:35 -0700


To:zacq@cityofgrassvalley.com


Hello Zac,
 
I have been playing tennis in Nevada County for 35 years, mostly out of
Memorial Park, but also Ridge Racquet Club, South Yuba Club and all the other
parks around the county.  In the early 90's I won many singles and doubles
titles in the Memorial Day Tennis Classic tennis tournament that was put on for
years in the county.  My point being that I am a long time part of, and know the
Nevada County tennis community extremely well.
 
Regarding the Baseline Tennis Club that is attempting to secure guaranteed
court time for themselves, I would like to make a few points as to why the
majority of the tennis community is against this:
 
            1)  Although no one in the community has ever heard of the Club, as
they and their bylaws were just recently created in order to look legitimate to
the city, we do know who this group of people are, and have seen them playing
on the courts.  They are a group of about 10 (maybe a few more) beginner level
tennis players.  Not only do they not have the resources or knowledge to
"promote" tennis, they certainly do not have the skill level to teach tennis.  If
you look at any reputable tennis club in the United States (whether it be at a
private club, or a park), you will see that clinics and lessons are given by USPTA
certified instructors, of which this club does not have.
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            2)  Tennis is not played like Pickleball and should not be compared to
pickleball.  Pickleball is an easy game to learn and matches last around 15
minutes.  People rotate in and out around the courts in a "round robin"
fashion.  It is easy for players of different levels to play together.  In tennis, you
play singles with one other person, or doubles with 3 other people of your
same level and there is no rotating in and out.  Because of this, most of us
would be excluded from this group simply by the fact that they are not a
compatible match up in either their level of play or in the manner in which they
want to play.  Being in that we are excluded from this group for those reasons,
now they would be getting an unfair advantage in that they get guaranteed,
reserved court time and the rest us don't.
 
            3)  Public courts have always operated on a first come, first serve basis
with 60 minutes for singles, 90 minutes for doubles.   This is how it has been
done without conflict in our public parks since the tennis courts were built.   I,
for one, will not yield a court to them until after I've played my 60 or 90
minutes. If they have exceeded their 90 minutes, I will let them know they need
to relinquish the court.  Everyone else I have spoken to feels the same way.  So
now that this conflict has been created, are we going to start calling Law
Enforcement intervention for tennis courts??…I can certainly see many verbal
arguments on the horizon.
 
In summary, it is not fair to grant this SMALL group of specific friends special
privilages to grab the court time they want during peak playing hours because
they've put together a pretty package for the city promoting a fake tennis club
that they made up.  If they want to be able to reserve court time, they should
join a private club such as Ridge Racquet Club or South Yuba Club.
 
We will be putting together a petition and obtaining signatures to show the city
exactly how much of the tennis community is against this.
 
Thank you for reading and considering all of the above points.
 
Name obscured








From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: More messages against the Baseline club that Zac didn"t include
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 11:58:09 AM


Here are more messages that Zac didn't include in your packet:


The petition that Zac did include had over 70 signatures so far, all from
currently playing tennis players.  If given more time, we could probably
double or treble that.  Most tennis players are adamant about this small
group not getting preferential treatment.


-----------------------------------------


Hi Zac,


I thought that Dan's response was pretty revealing:  they don't want to wait
for a court.  They want special treatment.  We all have to wait for a court
at some time.  They should not be exempt.  The more I learn about them, the
more I am upset about their wish for preferential treatment where none should
be granted.


I talked to one of the Pickleball club members, who mentioned that Rick had
come to them and asked for and copied their bylaws.  Also, pretty revealing. 
While the Pickleball club seems to be a real club, the Baseline club seeks
only to avoid waiting for courts.  The Pickleball club has a website,
consists of more than 60% of the area pickleball players, has teaching pros
who play pickleball, and is well organized.  Although I'm not in agreement
with their being allowed to have reserved courts, it seems they have a plan,
and that can't be said of the Baseline group.


It makes sense now that two pickle ball players on Saturday August 13 morning
tried to come on the tennis court to use it for pickleball.  It was during
the pickleball time reserved for club members only.  I guess the two guys
didn't want to shell out the $60 annual fee so they could play then.  I had
to call the police before they decided to leave.  If the Baseline group gets
their way, then tennis players will be displaced.  And we can't just go on
the pickleball courts and take them over.  We have no recourse.


I hope this play for preferential treatment in avoiding waiting for a court
gets shot down pretty fast!  It is just plain selfish of these players, and
should not be considered further.
-------------------------------


Hi Zac,


While running errands this morning, I stopped by Memorial Park and noticed
only two courts were in use.  Joao, a member of Baseline club, was hitting
against a ball machine on one.  He and I chatted for a couple minutes, and he
did not know about the attempt of the club leaders to allow them to reserve
courts.  He also mentioned that Sundays were the most problematic for them to
get courts.


My questions is, wouldn't it hurt tennis for them to get weekend reservations
because that's the time when families go out and play tennis with their kids?
------------------------------------


A PickleBall Member sent this to me:


Rick Partridge approached the GVPC (Grass Valley Pickleball Club) asking us
to support him in his efforts to launch a tennis club.
We declined.
We want to be like Switzerland.
Neutral.
But GVPC sees 2 glaring problems with our understanding of what the tennis club is
proposing.
First
Our GVPC membership is very large.
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Most people who play pickle ball within a 15 mile radius of Memorial Park belong to GVPC.
It is not a select few.
Second
Pickle ball is nothing like tennis.
Pickle ball is 4 people playing a 15 minute game.
When it's over
We get off the court
We have a sign up board and the next group goes out.
We intermingle and have fun.
Tennis is 6 game set, win by 2, or go to a tie breaker.
It takes a lot of time.
So no, GVPC does not support the tennis club and we wish to remain neutral enjoying our
excellent cooperation with the park department.


--------------------------------


Hi Zac,


Do you have any clue when the City Council will be addressing the so-called
"Baseline Club" request to reserve courts?


Today at Memorial Park, I talked to a couple of tennis singles players who
have been playing at Pioneer Park as well as Memorial Park.  They said that
they're always having to remove pickle ball markings from the tennis courts
at Pioneer.  And, there are pickle ball markings on both upper and lower
courts at Memorial Park.  I haven't been to Mautino Park lately so don't know
about that.


Apparently, the non-members of the Pickle Ball Club want to play during the
club-reserved times as well, and have resorted to marking up and playing on
the tennis courts.  I hope that the two new pickle ball courts at Memorial
Park be considered as open play and no reservations to be allowed.  That
would allow the non-members at least a chance to play pickle ball when the
other courts are reserved by the club.


On to tennis.  After I played on Memorial Park lower courts this morning, I
went to the upper courts to see what was going on.  The two singles players
on the near court said they'd be done soon.  I told them I wasn't looking for
a court, just to ask a question.  The four on the far court, members of the
Baseline Club, butted in and asked what question.  Answer:  "Have you seen
and read the green blurb?"  At that point, I started explaining to the two on
the near court, at which time the four on the other court, including Dan's
wife, came over to "educate" me.  When I ignored them and continued with the
two nearby, the four said I was wrong and they didn't want the two to sign
the petition.  Fortunately, the two on the near court did listen to me and
signed the petition that Brenda has set up.


Again, the four on the far court are singing the same refrain as the others
I've met in their so-called club:  it's hard for us to get two courts without
us being allowed to reserve.  They think they are entitled to do that, and it
doesn't matter to them that they are getting a privilege the rest of us don't
get.  They think they are not being privileged or elitist.  Who are they
kidding?


And, then there's one other thing:  to be in that so-called club, you have to
pay dues.  The two non-Baseline players on the other court said that you
shouldn't have to pay to play on public courts, and they were against the
reservation system as well.


P.S.  I call it the "so-called ... club" because the bylaws are copied from
the Pickle Ball Bylaws; there does not appear to be a website; nor have I
heard of a way to sign up for the "club"; and they claim not to have set up
reservation hours.  I've heard from others that they want the prime-time
hours of all morning on Tuesdays, Fridays, and Sundays.  Not good!


-------------------------------------------------------







Hi Zac,


Today I was taking a lesson and saw a couple of friends in the parking lot. 
I stopped my lesson and ran out to the parking lot to talk to these friends
and apprise them of what the so-called baseline club is trying to do:  make
reservations on public courts.  When I got my petition out, one of the
players on the other court (Rick Partridge) came running out and immediately
accused me of having wrong information, without listening.  When I told him
he was wrong, and went on with talking to my friends, he went back to his
group and said I was spreading lies about their group.


The two women were happy to sign.  As soon as I mentioned that the so-called
club was trying to be allowed to get reservations, the two women said that it
just wasn't right.  Nobody should be able to get reservations on a public
court, and both signed the petition.


I came back to my lesson, and once again, Rick and his friends started
attacking me, and saying I don't know what I'm talking about.  They were
quite rude.  I was rude right back.  I'm sick of being accosted and accused
of wrongdoing when I'm not doing anything wrong!  Anyway the nasty words flew
both ways.  This needs to stop!


The only way it will stop is if the so-called club does not get to reserve
courts.  Each time they accost me they tell a different story.  First it was
10-12 people, and they wanted three mornings a week, Tuesday, Friday, and
Sunday.  Next it was 25 people.  Now it's 30 and they say they only want one
morning a week.  Frankly, I'm tired of their lies.  Dan, Dan's wife, and now
Rick, seem to be the ringleaders of this hostility.


I spoke to a couple of them, Joao and Beatrice, after all had finished
playing.  I told the two players that I had read the bylaws, been in contact
with you, Dan, and others, and that I was interested in two things:  that
they wanted to make reservations, and that they charge a membership fee. 
That would make them a privileged group.  Even if their membership is growing
a few people at a time, they're not contributing to tennis.  They are just
recruiting tennis players who are already playing tennis, so it sounds like
they're doing something for tennis.  


If any group can get reservations based on nothing but desire to be able to
do so, then maybe the rest of us should petition the city to do the same.  It
would lead to chaos, and be completely against what public tennis courts have
always been:  first-come first-served.  It has worked for the 23 years I've
lived here.  Reservations and fees are not needed!  Don't fix what isn't
broken.  This is not pickle ball.


This group has now accosted me two times, and tries to turn it around saying
I accosted them.  I want them to leave me alone!  I want to play tennis
without being accosted and called names.  And I want to have the right to ask
if people have read the green blurb without being attacked.


-----------------------------------


Hi Zac,


I'm glad I stopped by and talked with you.  It's always nice to put a face to
someone with whom one has been communicating.


Something you said about a possible testing arrangement of court usage made
me think of something I believe in:  trust but verify.


The club should provide a membership list at each checkpoint, with the
experience in months and years of each member and that member's self-
assessment of level of play.  If they group is actually growing the game, the
numbers should increase, players new to tennis should show up, and level of
play should increase to a certain point.  Everyone tops out sometime.


----------------------------------


Hi Zac,


I have never heard of a tennis facility, whether private or public, allowing
a permanent reservation by a player or group of players.  Reservations have
been possible only if that player or group did not have any other
reservations pending, and only up to a few days ahead of the reservation
date.  In addition, players reserving on public courts have had to pay a fee.







For example, public facility Cuesta Park in Mountain View accepts
reservations on two courts (of the 35 public courts in Mountain View).  Court
fees for reservations depend on whether one lives in Mountain View and upon
time of day, and range from $11/hour to $15/hour, with light fees an
additional $5, and can be made up to a week in advance.


In every public facility that I have played on across the USA, if
reservations are possible and a fee charged, that facility has had an
employee on site at all times the courts were open for play.


----------------------------------








From: Greta Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Please do not approve the Facility Use Agreement with the Baseline group
Date: Friday, September 23, 2022 6:31:34 PM


You don't often get email from greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu. Learn why this is important
To the City Council:


It is my understanding that you will be determining whether or not to approve
the Baseline group's request to permanently reserve tennis courts in Grass
Valley.  I'm opposed to this for a number of reasons.


Tennis and pickle ball are vastly different in everything, from balls to
racket/paddle, to court size and markings.  To compare them to each other
does not make sense.  Pickle ball games last a few minutes, and players
change partners and opponents after each game.  It's very social, and can be
very competitive or not at all.  It is much more easily learned than tennis. 
And it has seen a tremendous growth in popularity in the past few years.


Tennis takes a lot longer to learn, sets can last from about half an hour to
a couple of hours, and a match from an hour to several hours.  A match
includes not only skill level, but also fitness, and strategy.  Tennis is
most enjoyable when played with and against players of similar skills,
fitness, and strategy.  Tennis has not had much growth in the past few years,
partly because of Covid, partly because some players are playing pickle ball
instead of tennis, partly because it takes a lot of time and work to get good
at it.


Here are my reasons for not allowing the Baseline group to make reservations:


1.  Don't fix what isn't broken.  The current system of first-come-first-
served has been successfully used in Grass Valley and all over the country
for many years.  In the past year, I've had to wait only about ten minutes
for a court, and only once or twice.  I have provided the Baseline group with
a method they can use in lieu of reservations, basically using e-mail to get
a head count, and then using that to split the group in case two adjacent
courts aren't available.


2.  No tennis entity, whether public or private, has ever given any group the
ability to make a permanent reservation unless that person is a teaching
pro.  Doing so will show preference to a small group of players, and will
leave the rest of us as second-class taxpayers.


3.  The Baseline group says they're open to all.  However, they don't do
singles, and the only doubles they do is similar to pickle ball rather than
to tennis, so isn't something most tennis players would be interested in
doing.  And, their drop-in tennis isn't done by skill level, so isn't
something most tennis players would want to do.


4.  Where reservations for tennis courts are allowed, there is a paid person
on site who administers the reservations and collects the court fees, for
example, $11-$20/hour per court that's charged at Mountain View's Cuesta
Park.  Reservations are one-time only, and may be made a few days in
advance.  Many places prevent a player from reserving a court if that player
or group already has an upcoming reservation.


5.  The Baseline group has no concrete plans to improve tennis, and is making
this request only to avoid having to wait for courts.  Since that's not
really an issue, they have no reason for their request.  If the city council
allows these reservations, what's to prevent other groups of tennis players
from demanding equality and reserving the courts for their use?  Where does
it end?


6.  The players who have signed the petition to deny the Baseline group's
request far outnumber the number of players who are claimed by the Baseline
group as members.  And, how many of them are actually active members of the
Baseline group?  How many have dropped out when they found they weren't of
the same skill level as the others?  At the time of this e-mail, 70+ players
have signed the petition against the Baseline group.  The members claimed by
Baseline have variously been stated as a dozen, about 25, or about 30.  In
any case, that's less than half of the current count against their request.



mailto:greta_watson@alumni.stanford.edu

mailto:public@cityofgrassvalley.com

https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification





7.  Grass Valley allows the pickle ball club to have reserved hours.  During
those hours, players not in their club have marked up the tennis courts on
both the lower and upper courts at Memorial Park, as well as at Pioneer
Park.  Those markings are irritating and distracting to tennis players, who
have had to try to get rid of them.  Perhaps it was not a good idea to have
permanent reservations by the pickle ball club?  It is definitely not a good
idea to do so for the Baseline group, as they are a small minority of tennis
players in this area.


Thank-you.


Greta Watson








From: Jedidiah Watson
To: Public Comments
Subject: Re: City"s Mill St Vacant lot
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 3:23:47 PM


You don't often get email from jnathanw@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important


This is getting to be ridiculous as the city maintenance guys came out and only cut down a
couple of the trees of heaven bushes, but didn't pickup the trash or cut back the weeds or any
other overgrowth.  


The weeds in the middle of the lot need to be cut back as they are about 3 feet high.  There is
overgrowth all around the lot and on each side of the driveways that need to be cut back. 
Then in the back of the lot near the property line with the apartments there is trash and a
mattress.


I know this is a separate issue, but if the city can't maintain the property they currently own
how does it plan to maintain the Mill St Pavillion area when it is completed?  We saw that they
didn't do any snow removal after the storm in December and it seems like the trash cans are
constantly overflowing with garbage and are spilling onto the sidewalk.


Thank you,
Jedidiah


From: Jedidiah Watson <jnathanw@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 13, 2022 6:17 PM
To: public@cityofgrassvalley.com <public@cityofgrassvalley.com>
Subject: Re: City's Mill St Vacant lot
 
Thank you for picking up the stacks of wood from the December storm that were at the City’s
vacant lot on Mill.  However, no one has come out to take care of the overgrowth of weeds
and the trash.  I really wish the city staff would take pride in our city and manage the
properties that they do have before looking to purchase more.  For example, there is a
matrtress that someone dumped in the lot over a years ago.  The city workers have come out
numberous times to hang up fences with no parking and no trespassing signs, but they don’t
pickup any of the trash or haul off that mattress. 
I am not asking for anything out of the ordinary I am just asking the city to maintain their
property as they would require private citizens and businesses to do.


Thank you,
Jedidiah 


From: Jedidiah Watson
Sent: Friday, August 19, 2022 11:58 AM
To: public@cityofgrassvalley.com <public@cityofgrassvalley.com>
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Subject: City's Mill St Vacant lot
 
Please send someone out to maintain your vacant lot and please do so on a regular basis.  It is
an eye sore to the community and violates the city's own vegetation management codes. 
There are still stacks of sticks and branches from the December storm last year, overgrown
weeds and shrubs, and because of the overgrowth we have seen people dump trash like a
bathtub, people passed out in the bottom of the lot, and kids are going down there to hang
out and access the back yards of neighboring properties.  


Thank You, 
Jedidiah








From: mary vogt
To: Public Comments
Subject: tennis court usage
Date: Tuesday, September 27, 2022 4:58:23 PM


You don't often get email from marylvogt@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important


I'm writing to express my opposition of the proposal to give preference to Baseline
tennis over the many other residents that play tennis in the area for the price of
$873.60.  


I've lived in the area for 34 years and have been playing more tennis since I retired
with a group twice a week.  Eight of us meet in the mornings at a predesignated court
and hope to find two courts available, and sometimes we have to go hunting for
courts. These are public courts which I have supported with my taxbill. 


I don't believe it is representative government if the needs of the few who pay out
weighs the needs of the many who believe it public space for all. 


Please consider all the people who have weighed in on this issue.
Please do not turn the use of public space into a private club for any time amount.


Sincerely,
Mary Vogt
250 Washington St
Grass Valley, CA
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