
State Mandated Annual Fire Life Safety Inspec�ons occur annually at proper�es that are classified as 
Group R-2 Occupancy (Apartment & Mul�-Unit Residen�al). These inspec�ons are mandated pursuant 
to Health and Safety Code – HSC Sec�ons 17921(b), 13145, & 13146.2, which allow the Fire Department 
to inspect the property and assess an inspec�on fee. During these inspec�ons, Fire Department 
personnel inspect the exterior of the site and the interior of all associated buildings, including but not 
limited to, those used for business, storage, maintenance, and tenant/public gathering. The interior of 
individual living units is not inspected.  

Group R-2 Occupancy Classifica�on:  

R-2 Residential occupancies containing sleeping units or more than two dwelling units where the 
occupants are primarily permanent in nature, including: Apartment houses, Boarding houses, 
(nontransient), Convents, Dormitories, Fraternities and sororities, Hotels (nontransient,) Live/work units, 
Monasteries, Motels (nontransient), Vacation timeshare properties 
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DIVISION 12. FIRES AND FIRE PROTECTION [13000 - 14959] 
  ( Division 12 enacted by Stats. 1939, Ch. 60. ) 

   
PART 2. FIRE PROTECTION [13100 - 13263] 
  ( Part 2 enacted by Stats. 1939, Ch. 60. ) 

   
CHAPTER 1. State Fire Marshal [13100 - 13159.10] 
  ( Chapter 1 enacted by Stats. 1939, Ch. 60. ) 

   
 
ARTICLE 2. The State Board of Fire Services [13140 - 13147] 
  ( Heading of Article 2 amended by Stats. 1973, Ch. 1197. ) 
 
   
13145.   
The State Fire Marshal, the chief of any city, county, or city and county fire department or district 
providing fire protection services, or a Designated Campus Fire Marshal, and their authorized 
representatives, shall enforce in their respective areas building standards relating to fire and panic 
safety adopted by the State Fire Marshal and published in the California Building Standards Code and 
other regulations that have been formally adopted by the State Fire Marshal for the prevention of fire or 
for the protection of life and property against fire or panic. 

(Amended by Stats. 2010, Ch. 370, Sec. 2. (AB 2021) Effective January 1, 2011.) 
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ARTICLE 2. The State Board of Fire Services [13140 - 13147] 
  ( Heading of Article 2 amended by Stats. 1973, Ch. 1197. ) 
 
   
13146.2.   
(a) Every city, county, or city and county fire department or district providing fire protection services 
required by Sections 13145 and 13146 to enforce building standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal 
and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal shall, annually, inspect all structures subject to 
subdivision (b) of Section 17921, except dwellings, for compliance with building standards and other 
regulations of the State Fire Marshal. 

(b) A city, county, or city and county fire department or district providing fire protection services that 
inspects a structure pursuant to subdivision (a) may charge and collect a fee for the inspection from the 
owner of the structure in an amount, as determined by the city, county, or city and county fire 
department or district providing fire protection services, sufficient to pay the costs of that inspection. 

(c) A city, county, or city and county fire department or district providing fire protection services that 
provides related fire and life safety activities for structures subject to subdivision (b) of Section 17921, 
such as plan review, construction consulting, fire watch, and investigation, may charge and collect a fee 
from the owner of the structure in an amount, as determined by the city, county, city and county, or 
district, sufficient to pay the costs of those related fire and life safety activities. 

(d) The State Fire Marshal, or the State Fire Marshal’s authorized representative, who inspects a 
structure subject to subdivision (b) of Section 17921, except dwellings, for compliance with building 
standards and other regulations of the State Fire Marshal, may charge and collect a fee for the 
inspection from the owner of the structure. The State Fire Marshal may also charge and collect a fee 
from the owner of the structure for related fire and life safety activities, such as plan review, 
construction consulting, fire watch, and investigation. Any fee collected pursuant to this subdivision 
shall be in an amount, as determined by the State Fire Marshal, sufficient to pay the costs of that 
inspection or those related fire and life safety activities. 

(Amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 31, Sec. 9. (SB 85) Effective June 27, 2019.) 
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DIVISION 13. HOUSING [17000 - 19997] 
  ( Division 13 enacted by Stats. 1939, Ch. 60. ) 

   
PART 1.5. REGULATION OF BUILDINGS USED FOR HUMAN HABITATION [17910 - 17998.3] 
  ( Part 1.5 added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1844. ) 

   
 
CHAPTER 2. Rules and Regulations [17920 - 17929] 
  ( Chapter 2 added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1844. ) 
 
   



17921.   
(a)  Except as provided in subdivision (b), the department shall propose the adoption, amendment, or 
repeal of building standards to the California Building Standards Commission pursuant to the provisions 
of Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5, and the department shall adopt, amend, and 
repeal other rules and regulations for the protection of the public health, safety, and general welfare of 
the occupant and the public governing the erection, construction, enlargement, conversion, alteration, 
repair, moving, removal, demolition, occupancy, use, height, court, area, sanitation, ventilation and 
maintenance of all hotels, motels, lodging houses, apartment houses, and dwellings, and buildings and 
structures accessory thereto. Except as otherwise provided in this part, the department shall enforce 
those building standards and those other rules and regulations. The other rules and regulations adopted 
by the department may include a schedule of fees to pay the cost of enforcement by the department 
under Sections 17952 and 17965. 

(b)  The State Fire Marshal shall adopt, amend, or repeal and submit building standards for approval 
pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 18935) of Part 2.5, and the State Fire 
Marshal shall adopt, amend, and repeal other rules and regulations for fire and panic safety in all hotels, 
motels, lodging houses, apartment houses and dwellings, buildings, and structures accessory thereto. 
These building standards and regulations shall be enforced pursuant to Sections 13145 and 13146; 
however, this section is not intended to require an inspection by a local fire agency of each single-family 
dwelling prior to its occupancy. 

(Amended by Stats. 1997, Ch. 645, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 1998.) 
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