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Figure 4.1 Year 2020 Deficiency Locations
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Construction of new Bike or Ped Trails leading to the school areas in the
downtown area can help provide alternative modes of travel to reduce
traffic on Main Street, namely, the use of bikes and walking to get to
school (see City’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan, or Figure 5.1 of this
report for more information).

Potential connectors from Alta to a southwest bypass, or even
enhancement of School Street may be a possible alternative to carry
some Main Street traffic to alternate routes towards Mill Street or
Brighton Street.

Signals are yet another alternative that can help Main Street carry more
traffic efficiently.

A one-way couplet in the downtown area.

The Brunswick Basin area has recently been mitigated with a dual left
on the SR 20/49 WB Offramp. Additional mitigation is needed to help
Brunswick at Nevada City Highway function at acceptable LOS.
Overhead signage on SB Nevada City Highway approaching Brunswick
has been identified to help drivers better utilize the two left turn lanes.
Today most drivers use only the right-most left turn lane, causing a
capacity problem at the intersection.

Potential connectors to and from Doris Drive

4.1.2 Problem Areas in TPA 2 (East Grass Valley)

In TPA 2 the primary problem area is along various portions of Brunswick
Road from the SR 20/49 freeway ramps to Loma Rica Road. This road serves
as a parallel route to SR 20/49, and connects to SR 174 on the south end,
making it an important regional route as well. Several mitigations have been
devised to help reduce traffic on Brunswick Road and eliminate safety
concerns (in the vicinity of Idaho Maryland Road). These include:

- Construction of the Dorsey Drive extension in conjunction with the
Dorsey Drive interchange construction. This will help alleviate traffic
demand to the Brunswick Basin area, and actually reduce Basin traffic
volumes approximately 15% once the interchange goes in.

Construction of new roads in the Loma Rica SDA to eliminate demand
along the Idaho Maryland alignment. It is designed to take traffic away
from the poorly designed Idaho Maryland / Brunswick Road intersection,
and direct it to a flatter area along the Dorsey Drive alignment. This
has the added benefit of reducing traffic demand towards the Idaho
Maryland corridor, which is congested.

Construction of Centennial Connector between Idaho Maryland Road and
Bennett Road. This will help local circulation in the area and provide
additional alternative traffic paths to enable avoidance of congestion
along Idaho Maryland in the vicinity of SR 20/49.
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Brunswick Road at Sutton Way has been identified as needing
mitigation. The improvements identified for this intersection include
installing a dual left turn pocket on Brunswick EB to Sutton Way NB.
This requires moving the Brunswick Road double-yellow divider line to
the north and converting the onramp lane to a Brunswick Road
through/right lane. These changes would also require widening of
Sutton Way by five feet on the east side (within the City’s right-of-way),
in order to receive two lanes of traffic from the left turn pockets.

4.1.3 Problem Areas in TPA 3 (South Grass Valley)

In TPA 3 there are several problem areas predicted along the McCourtney
Road corridor, the McKnight Corridor, and along SR 49 south of McKnight.
Several mitigation concepts and plans have been developed to address these
problems including:
- Signals along McCourtney Road from Brighton Street to the SR 20 EB
ramp intersection to help move traffic more efficiently.
Widen McCourtney Road to four lanes to increase capacity for the
Northstar SDA.
Construct a Crestview Extension roadway to increase capacity to serve
the Northstar SDA.
Build a new Crestview Road interchange with SR 49 to address capacity
and circulation demand issues with the McKnight interchange, and to
provide a way for the Northstar SDA and the Bear River Mill SDA to
access SR 49 without causing failure to the McKnight interchange.
Construct roundabouts along Mill Street at McCourtney Road and at the
SR 20 WB ramp intersection to help traffic move through the tightly
spaced intersections efficiently. Signals won’t work as there is
inadequate left turn pocket storage length on Mill Street.

4.2 General Plan Policies

The City’s General Plan policy of LOS D as the upper threshold of traffic
congestion is directly related to the need to mitigate the locations identified
on the previous page. Some of the policies in the City’s General Plan will need
to be revisited or revised based on the newer planning information made
available with the Year 2000 Census data, and certain mitigation constraints
that may exist in the street system.

The City’s General Plan policy to maintain LOS D at all locations during the
weekday pm peak hour is currently in conflict with several locations that
currently operate at LOS E or LOS F conditions. Several locations in the City
have deficient level of service (LOS E or worse) and where mitigations are
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planned, but are not going to be immediately implemented due to the logistics
of the approval, design, and construction processes, which in some cases can
take years. In order to facilitate growth and the continuation of existing
businesses which depend on satisfactory transportation levels of service, it is
recommended that the City adopt “exception” LOS criteria for specific areas in
the City where LOS E or worse conditions now exist.

The General Plan policy stipulates that “the City Council may determine, on a
case by case basis, that "extraordinary" improvements are not feasible or
desirable and may relax the LOS "D" standard for a particular intersection or
roadway segment.” In the case of Idaho Maryland at East Main Street it has
been previously determined that a signal would mitigate this intersection, but
that the freeway weave with the onramp would be adversely affected by
platoons of traffic entering from the signalized intersection, making the signal
solution “infeasible,” as Caltrans would not accept it. As an alternative, a
roundabout was considered and studied. In the end, the weave needed to be
addressed for long term planning, and a comprehensive solution was
developed that took into consideration a series of intersections and street
segments as a whole system. The NCTC Frontage Road Study addresses the
solution to a wide-spread and inter-related series of traffic problems. Until
the improvements identified in that study are fully implemented, the City will
need to adopt policy to allow new development to move forward at this and
any other locations deemed appropriate by City Council. Any such exception
should be subject to the following stipulation:

A mitigation must already be identified and approved as part of
the City’s CIP or Regional CIP. The City Council must approve a
project report, an identified funding source, and a schedule for
completion before the City allows any approved development
projects to obtain construction permits and allow occupancy. As
an added option, a development may be required to provide
traffic control staff at identified intersections to efficiently move
traffic through specified intersections or by implementation of
other transportation demand measures until the improvement is
complete.
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