






  
 
Loma Rica Ranch Specific Plan 
Environmental Impact Report 
 
  

 

Response to Comments 10-32 Final • February 2011  

 



  
 
 Loma Rica Ranch Specific Plan 
 Environmental Impact Report 
 
   

 

Final • February 2011 10-33 Response to Comments 

 

Response to Comment Letter #7, Nevada County Transportation Commission 
 
7-1 This comment addresses proposed roundabouts.  Chapter 3 (Project Description) does 

not identify a roundabout at the intersection of Idaho-Maryland Road and Brunswick 
Road nor the realignment of Idaho-Maryland Road because they are not proposed as 
part of the project.  The provision of a roundabout at this intersection is identified as 
mitigation for a potentially significant impact. Two locations/alternatives have been 
identified: one at the existing intersection and the second immediately north of Wolf 
Creek, approximately where the Specific Plan indicates the proposed Dorsey Drive 
intersection with Brunswick Road. For the latter, Idaho-Maryland Road would be 
relocated and Dorsey Drive would have an intersection with Idaho-Maryland Road 
west of Brunswick Road. The City’s preferred mitigation is the realignment 
alternative. These alternative mitigations are described in more detail on page 4.15-45 
in the Draft EIR. Figure 10.8-1 (City Preferred Mitigation) illustrates the realignment 
of Idaho-Maryland Road.   

7-2 The commentor states that there is not a figure that shows intersections on both the 
external and internal roadway networks with appropriate volumes.  The Loma Rica 
Ranch Specific Plan (page 3-3 and others) indicates how the project proposes to 
integrate the on–site roadway network with the existing external road network. The 
analysis in the Draft EIR distinguishes between on-site and off-site intersections to 
complement the scenario development and page size usage. Although the figures 
showing the internal and external roadway network are separate in the Draft EIR, 
they should be used side by side to evaluate the volumes and mitigations. 

7-3 The comment addresses the roundabout at the realignment of Idaho-Maryland Road. 
Appendix AA was taken from the Grass Valley Traffic Impact Fee (GVTIF). No 
concept design has been completed for the roundabout alternatives, only operations 
and safety have been evaluated for Draft EIR purposes.  

7-4 The commentor states that the connection of Dorsey Drive to the Dorsey Drive 
interchange seems to warrant more assignment of trips to that facility than indicted 
in the Draft EIR.  The City of Grass Valley Travel Demand model was used to 
distribute the project trips on the road network and no manual distribution was 
conducted. The model indicates that the west side of the City would divert the 
majority of new traffic to the proposed new interchange, whereas the east side would 
distribute less traffic to the interchange in comparison. A review of the road network 
to the east indicates that project trips that continue north on SR-49 would utilize 
Brunswick Road to gain access to the freeway and trips that travel south on SR-49, 
would use Idaho-Maryland Road.  

 Project trips between the project site and downtown Grass Valley would utilize 
Dorsey Drive. The connection of Dorsey Drive does not extend to the east of 
Brunswick Road, so many project trips load onto Idaho-Maryland Road and 
Brunswick Road instead and then continue on these two roadways towards the west. 
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7-5 The commentor states that it appears that there are inconsistencies in the traffic 
analysis in the Draft EIR in Figures 4.15-15 and 4.14-16.  The “without project” 
analysis does not include the provision of Dorsey Drive between Sutton Way and 
Brunswick Road. With the project, Dorsey Drive would be constructed and attract 
trips and decrease the traffic on Idaho-Maryland Road, which results in reduced 
eastbound right turn traffic at the intersection of Idaho-Maryland Road and 
Brunswick  Road.  

 There is a small imbalance in volumes for the cumulative conditions analysis on 
Idaho-Maryland Road between the Sutton Way and Brunswick Road intersections 
because the City of Grass Valley Travel Demand Model indicates TAZ connectors 
resulting in 21 PM peak hour trips loading onto this segment. The mitigated volumes 
are included in the Synchro worksheets in Appendix R and S of the traffic analysis. 

 




