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MINUTES OF THE 
 

CITY OF GRASS VALLEY 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 24TH, 2020 

 
Lisa Swarthout, Mayor  Ben Aguilar, Vice Mayor 

Jan Arbuckle Howard Levine Hilary Hodge 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRASS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL, 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS AUTHORITY AND REDEVELOPMENT “SUCCESSOR 

AGENCY” 
7:00 P. M., TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2020 

 

AGENDA 

 

A.  CALL TO ORDER:  7pm by Mayor Swarthout     
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Swarthout          

ROLL CALL: Council Member Arbuckle, Council Member Levine, Council Member Hodge, Vice 
Mayor Aguilar, and Mayor Swarthout were present. 
 

B. AGENDA APPROVAL  
City Manager, Tim Kiser requested that item #3 of section F. in Consent Items be moved to Section 
G. in Items Removed from Consent Calendar for Discussion or Separate Action and/or any added 
Agenda Items.  

 
C. REPORT OUT OF CLOSED SESSION 
 There was no closed session. 
 
D. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS   
 There were no introductions or presentations. 
 
E.  PUBLIC COMMENT –  
 There was no public comment.  
 
F. CONSENT ITEMS –  

Council Member Aguilar moved to approve the consent agenda as submitted. Council Member 
Levine seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote 

 
1. Approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 10, 2020  

  RECOMMENDATION: Council approve minutes as submitted. 
 2. Local Emergency Proclamation (COVID-19) 

RECOMMENDATION: Continuance of Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) proclamation 
declaring a Local State of Emergency. 

3. Urgency Ordinance Enacting a Temporary Moratorium on Evictions of Residential and 
Commercial Tenants 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council approve an Urgency Ordinance of the City Council 
of the City of Grass Valley enacting a temporary moratorium on evictions of residential 
and commercial tenants for nonpayment of rent due to a loss of income caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and declaring the ordinance to be an urgency measure to take effect 
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immediately upon adoption. 
4. Local Emergency Proclamation 

RECOMMENDATION: Continuance of sinkhole proclamation declaring a Local State  
of Emergency due to extreme weather. 

5. Second Reading of Ordinance 799 to add Chapter 17.41 to the City of Grass Valley 
Municipal Code, Title 15 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council conduct the second reading, by title only, and adopt 
Ordinance 799 to add Chapter 17.41, which addresses Vacant Storefront Windows in the 
Town Core (TC) Zoning District, to the Grass Valley Municipal Code. 

6. Second Reading of Ordinance No. 798 amending Chapter 17.44.190 regarding Second 
Units in accordance with State law          
RECOMMENDATION: That Council conduct the second reading, by title only, of 
Ordinance No. 798, which finalizes the amendments of Chapter 17.44.190, Second Units.  

7. Conflict of Interest Code Update  
RECOMMENDATION: That Council approve the City Manager signing of the City of 
Grass Valley Biennial Notice and adopt the 2020 Conflict of Interest Code and 
corresponding Resolution 2020-11 approving changes to the code.   

8. Condon Park Accessibility & Connectivity Project – Award Contract 
RECOMMMENDATION: That Council 1) authorize the Assistant City Engineer to award 
a contract for the Condon Park Accessibility & Connectivity Project to Hansen Bros. 
Enterprises, 2) authorize the Mayor to execute the construction contract, subject to legal 
review, and 3) authorize the Assistant City Engineer to approve contract change orders up 
to 10% of the contract amount. 

9. Kate Hayes Street and Empire Court Sewer Line Replacement Project – Final Acceptance 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council 1) accept the Kate Hayes Street and Empire Court 
Sewer Line Replacement Project as complete, 2) authorize the Finance Director to execute 
a budget transfer in the amount of $358,331.70 from the Water Rate Fund to this project, 
and 3) authorize the Assistant City Engineer to file a Notice of Completion with the 
County Recorder. 

10. Approve Resolution No. 2020-10 Delegating Authority to the Police Chief to submit a 
grant proposal to the State Board of Community Corrections 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council 1) approve Resolution No. 2020-10 Delegating 
Authority to the Police Chief to submit a grant proposal to the State Board of Community 
Corrections 

11. Approve Resolution 2020-12 Authorizing Investment to the Local Agency Investment 
Fund (LAIF) 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council Approve Resolution 2020-12 authorizing 
investment of monies in the Local Agency Investment Fund (LAIF). 
 

G. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR DISCUSSION OR 
 SEPARATE  ACTION AND / OR ANY ADDED AGENDA ITEMS 

 
1. Urgency Ordinance Enacting a Temporary Moratorium on Evictions of Residential and 

Commercial Tenants 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council approve an Urgency Ordinance of the City Council of 
the City of Grass Valley enacting a temporary moratorium on evictions of residential and 
commercial tenants for nonpayment of rent due to a loss of income caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic and declaring the ordinance to be an urgency measure to take effect immediately 
upon adoption. 
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• Tim Kiser City Manager request that Council approve an Urgency Ordinance of the 
City Council of the City of Grass Valley enacting a temporary moratorium on 
evictions of residential and commercial tenants for nonpayment of rent due to a loss of 
income caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and declaring the ordinance to be an 
urgency measure to take effect immediately upon adoption. Council Member Arbuckle 
request that we follow the County of Nevada in their ordinance and waive the six 
month pay back period and have any missed rent due on May 31st. Council Member 
Hodge is in support of the ordinance and understands that because of the shelter in 
place ordinance residences will be losing a major source of income. Council Member 
Levine questioned if six months would be enough time for people to get back on their 
feet during the recovery of this and that evections during this time would be 
devastating to our economy he expressed his support for this item and would be 
welcome to adjusting it so that all parties would be in support for this ordinance. 
Michael Colantuno City Attorney explains further the six-month grace period to pay 
back any missed rent for April or March.  Council Agular requested some clarification 
on if the Governors ruling supersede the City’s ordinance, Michal Colantuno clarified 
that this ordinance followed the Governors ruling and if he was to adjust his then the 
City would revisit our ordinance to be in compliance with the state. Mayor Swarthout 
recommends that the City modify the Ordinance to fit with the County of Nevada’s 
Ordinance and remove the six months pay off period but allow for an extension of this 
ordinance if it is needed in the future.  

• The council received four public comment emails that were read during the meeting. 
Mr. & Mrs. White expressed opposition to the ordinance as they believe it will hurt the 
landlords and recommends the City go on a month by month base rather then six 
months. Mr. Juvinall expressed opposition because it will affect landlords ability to 
pay mortgages. Mr. Alberti expressed opposition to the ordinance because of the 
impact it will cause to be able to afford property taxes, mortgage, etc. Mr. George 
expressed opposition to the ordinance due to the impact that it would have on the 
landlords, he also believes that it will create more problems than solutions, and his 
recommendation is to vote no or make an amendment to go month to month on the 
ordinance.   

• Council Member Arbuckle moved to approve Urgency Ordinance Enacting a 
Temporary Moratorium on Evictions of Residential and Commercial Tenants with the 
adjustment to the ordinance to remove the six months pay off grace period and have 
the payoff due May 31st, 2020 or the ability for Council to extend the date.  Vice 
Mayor Levine seconded, and the motion carried by a 5-0 roll call vote. 

 
 
 
H. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

3. Continued Public Hearing on the Dorsey Marketplace project from the January 28, 2020 
City Council meeting 
RECOMMENDATION: That Council continue the public hearing on the Dorsey 
Marketplace project to the April 14, 2020 meeting.   

4. Council Member Hodge moved to Continue Public Hearing on the Dorsey Marketplace 
project from the January 28, 2020 City Council meeting. Council Member Arbuckle 
seconded, and the motion carried by a 4-0-1 roll call vote. Vice Mayor Agular had to 
recuse himself from this item. 
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I. ADMINISTRATIVE

There were no Administrative items.

K. Public Comments Continued
There were no further Public Comments that were received.

J. BRIEF REPORTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Council Member Arbuckle was in Washington DC for meetings with the League of Cities and 
met with the Senator for a very productive meeting. Since being back she has on many phone 
calls throughout the day getting constant updates on the COVID-19 virus and it is change rapidly 
throughout the day and urges people to stay inside and to take the virus very seriously. Council 
Member Hodge commends this community and the innovation that our community is having to 
make sure that we come together and still have a sense of communities. She was able to do a 
choir practice with a whole bunch of people on zoom. She wants everyone to stay safe. Council 
Member Levine reflects on how his age has never really been a factor over the years until now 
and he is realizing that he is become more aware of it now and is becoming much humbler with 
our communities. He wanted to give a thank you to the City Staff and the Hospital Staff with all 
of their hard work. He also gives his condolences to the Tassone family in the passing of Former 
Mayor Gerard Tassone. Vice Mayor Aguilar shared his experience with working still in the new 
environment and how cautious everyone around him is and how the essentials jobs are ever 
changing as well because of the time. He urges everyone to stay at home because it is really 
important factor to overcome this virus. He also gives his condolences to the Tassone family in the 
passing of Former Mayor Gerard Tassone. Mayor Swarthout looking for information city website 
has a banner that links to information about what is going on locally and federally. Also 
connecting point at 211 is a great resource. She is trying to respond all comments via her email 
and phone calls. Although City Hall is closed the staff is still operating as usual and you can still 
pay utility bills online or in the drop box and pull building permits online. You can always call 
and the staff will answer your questions. She also apologized about the parks being closed but the 
City feels that as a part of the communities safty it is best that the parks are closed and will reopen 
as soon as possible.

L. ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Swarthout at 7:51 pm.

_________________________________ _____________________________________ 
Lisa Swarthout, Mayor Andy Heath, Administrative Services Director 
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